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Golda  Mei r  

First and only 
female prime 

minister of Israel 

When David Ben-Gurion, Israel’s first prime minister called her “the only 
man” in his cabinet, she referred to this incident in her autobiography: 

“What amused me about it was that obviously he (or whoever invented 
the story) thought that this was the greatest possible compliment that 
could be paid to a woman. I very much doubt that any man would have 
been flattered if I had said about him that he was the only woman in the 
government!” 

The 4th prime minister to be elected in the young state of Israel. She was elected in 
March 1969 after serving as Minister of Labour and Foreign Affairs.  

Helen  also tackled issues such as gender discrimination, capital 
punishment, freedom of press and segregated education, and loudly 
criticized the abuse of civil rights. 
 
“Her role in the struggle against apartheid and in the building of the 
democracy was an extraordinary one – one not easy to forget, and one 
that should never be forgotten” Nelson Mandela. 

She was an anti-apartheid member of South-Africa’s parliament for 36 years. For 13 
years she was the only member of parliament unequivocally opposed to the apartheid, 
and for six of those years she was the only woman in parliament. 

Helen  Suzman 

Anti-apartheid 
activist, and 

liberal politician 



Dr.  Karn i t  F lug  

The 9th & 1st 
female Governor 

of the Bank of 
Israel 

Besides her national achievements, her professional work has 
received international recognition. She is the only Governor to 
receive a perfect A score in the Global Finance ranking of Central 
Bank Governors for the past four years. 
She is known for her high professional standards, and thanks to her 
policy, Israel’s economy is one of the steadiest in the world 

Dr. Flug Received a PhD in Economics at Columbia University in New York City. 
She is the Chief Economic Advisor to the Israeli government. 

In 1994 she was elected a Member of Parliament and Chair of the Joint 
Finance Committee. She became Deputy Minister of Finance in 1996 and 
Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank in 1999. In 2009, she was appointed 
Governor of the Reserve Bank and retired in 2014. 

Her family was exiled to London  from Johannesburg in 1969, because of her parents 
status as anti-apartheid activists 

Gi l l  Marcus   

 

The 9th & 1st 
woman governor  

of the South 
African Reserve 

Bank  



Adi  So f fer -Teeni  

CEO of Facebook-
Israel since 2014. 

She has  worked in several top management positions, including 
several major companies in Israel. She is known for her unique 
management style, encouraging a flat organizational structure and 
open door policy to all of her workers in Facebook. 
In 2015, she was ranked as the most influential woman in Israel by 
Forbes Magazine. 

Soffer-Teeni was appointed the position in 2014, when Facebook Israel had only 20 
employees. It has since grown almost 10 times in size and is a flourishing business in 
Israel.  

 Mahanyele has said that her drive comes from her privileged 
upbringing. Her father was a prominent businessman and that 
Mahanyele gave her the opportunity to acquire a higher standard of 
education.  She understood that this was not available to many black 
girls at the time which gave her the appreciation she has now.  
Today she shares her knowledge and experience which she shares 
while mentoring young professional  through the Dignity Day program. 

Under Mahanyele’s direction. Shanduka has built much of her reputation as CEO of 
Shanduka, and was named Forbes Africa Business Woman of the Year.  

Phut i  Mahanyele  

Former CEO of 
Shanduka, and now 

CEO of her own 
company, Sigma 

Capital.  



Dor i t  Be in i s ch  

The first woman 
to be appointed as 

President of 
Israel’s Supreme 

Court. 

Beinisch was a leader? and in 1989 she was the first woman in Israel 
to hold the position of State attorney from 1989, in 1995 she became a 
supreme court judge, and in 2006 was appointed the 9th president. 
Paving the way for two more woman to be appointed to this position. 
Throughout the years she received four Honorary Doctor degrees, 
and in 2013 was awarded the “Yakir Yerushalaim” (Worthy Citizen of 
Jerusalem) for her endless effort in strengthening justice and the 
public’s trust in the Judiciary system, and stabilizing Jerusalem’s 
stature as Israel’s center for law. 

Beinish’s legal career was always focused in the public realm, starting as an 
intern in the State’s Attorney’s office,  in 1967. 

Pillay was born in the poor neighbourhood of Durban in the Natal 
Province, and was supported by her local Indian community with 
donations that gave her the opportunity to graduate Natal University. 
She is the first South African to obtain a Doctorate in Law from Harvard 
Law School. During her 28 years as a lawyer in South Africa she 
defended anti-apartheid, and held a critical role in exposing the torture 
of political detainees. Before being appointed as High-Commissioner in 
the UN she served as a judge in the International Tribunal for Rwanda. 

She served as the United-Nations High-Commissioner for Human Rights 
from 2008-2014. 

Nav i  P i l lay  

The first non-white 
woman Judge of 
the High Court of 

South Africa 



Adi  A l t s chuler  

An educator  & 
a social 

entrepreneur 

Formerly led Google for Education-Israel, where she would advise 
teachers on the use of IT. 
She has won numerous awards including Israel Woman of the Year by 
LIONS and the Rappaport Award for leading social change in Israeli 
society. 
In 2014, Adi was elected by TIME Magazine as one of the six future world 
leaders, and in the same year she was chosen to speak at the UN on 
Social Entrepreneurship as a vehicle for growth in developing countries. 

Modie is also the founder of Furaha Afrika Holdings, a Pan African 
enterprise development advisory and investment firm. Her experience 
ranges from Investment Banking at Investec Bank Ltd, and Enterprise 
Development advisory with South African banks to name just a few.  
She was named one of the Top 30 African leaders in technology, 
business, art, science, politics, design and media by Quartz Media Africa 
in 2016, and the Coca –Cola Young Achiever of the Year award at the 
Women In Leadership – Africa Summit in 2013. 

an industry association whose mission is to accelerate 
entrepreneurship by collaborating with policy makers to enhance the 
success rate of high impact, high growth entrepreneurs. 

Mats i  Modi se  

The Managing 
Director of 

SiMODiSA 

She is the founder of the Krembo Wings youth movement - Israel's "first movement for 
youths with and without special needs".  
She is also the founder of Memories@Home, an alternative gathering on the Israeli 
Holocaust Memorial day.  



Gal  Gadot  

Wonder-Woman 
Gal Gadot is one 
of Hollywood’s 

rising stars. 

We first met Gadot in her role as Gisele, in the “Fast and Furious” 
franchise and she has captured our hearts since then. 
 
As a mother of 2, she has become a symbol for strong women thanks to 
her outstanding performance on and off the screen, along with her 
charismatic personality. Not everyone could work through re-shoots of 
an action film while being five months pregnant, which is what Gadot 
accomplished with grace.  

At the age of 15 her father was shot dead by her mother, after he 
threatened to kill them both. Finally free of the abuse and encouraged by 
her mother, Theron pursued her dreams and landed her first acting gig 
in 1995, and is best known for her role as prostitute turned serial killer in 
the movie “Monster”. 

Theron came a long way from her difficult childhood. When growing-up 
in the Gauteng province, she was diagnosed with jaundice. Due to heavy 
antibiotics she didn’t have teeth until the age of 11. Her father 
suffered from an alcohol addiction and was abusive towards her and 
her mother. 

Char l i ze  Theron  

Academy award 
winning actress for 
her role in the movie 
“Monster”, in 2004. 

After winning the Miss Israel beauty pageant in 2004, she served in the Israeli Defense 
Force as a combat instructor. 



She started taking judo classes at the age of 8 and within 6 months was 
ranked second in Israel in her weight class. 
She was awarded the honor of lighting the torch at Israel’s 1993 
Maccabiah Games. She is recognised as one of Israel’s most successful 
athletes, and is credited with bringing judo to mainstream athleticism in 
Israel. 

She was born in Ga-Masehlong, a village near Polokwane, and grew up 
in Fairlie, in the Limpopo province.  Semanya began running as training 
for soccer, but quickly veered her focus to running, mainly in the 800m 
run. Throughout her impressive career Semanya won 11 medals, 10 of 
which are gold, the first which she won at the age of 18. 
She was recently nominated in the Favorite African Star category, in the 
2018 Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards. 

Semanya is the first athlete to have won all three of the 400 m, 800 m, 
and 1500 m titles at the South African National Championships. 

Cas ter  Semanya  

Two  time Olympic 
gold medalist 

Arad is a judoka, who represented Israel in the 1992 Olympic games, and won the silver 
medal for the middle-weight division. She dedicated her medal to the victims of the 
1972 Munich Massacre.  

First Israeli to 
have won an 

Olympic Medal 

Yael  Arad  Yael  Arad  



Yael  Arad   

The organization’s main finances come from their embroidery program, 
to generate income for Bedouin women and preserve traditional 
handicrafts.  
They also operate a mobile library serving over 1,500 children, as well as 
educational programs for women and youth.  

She broke new ground in 1994 by founding women’s investment group 
Wiphold, which enabled tens of thousands of women to invest for the 
first time and was the first women-owned company to list on the JSE. 
She also started a private equity fund for women-owned businesses. 

She first founded a consultancy firm called Bridging the Gap, which helped  
prepare previously disadvantaged people for the business environment.  
In 1999 she was recognised as one of the 50 Leading Women Entrepreneurs of the 
World. The World Economic Forum recognised her as a Global Leader of  

Wendy Luhabe  

 

An educator 
dedicated to women 

empowerment 

Al-Sana won the 2015 Rappaport prize for women with breakthrough achievements 
who contribute to a positive change in Israeli Society. 

Na’ama  A l - Sana  

Co-Founder and 
President of an NGO 

for empowering 
Bedouin Women called 

Desert Embroidery 



Yael  Arad   

Titi is also socially active and advocated for the Jewish Ethiopian 
Community on various occasions. She came to Israel in 2003, with just 
her brother. Her father passed away in 1993, and her mother in 2001, 
while they were still living in Ethiopia. She served in the IDF as an officer 
in the Military Police Forces, and in 2013 she won her title as “Miss Israel”.  

“As Miss Universe you have to be confident in who you are as an 
individual. And Miss Universe is a woman that has overcome many fears 
and by that she is able to help other women to overcome their fears. She 
is a woman that nothing is ever too much to ask for and I think that is 
exactly who I am”. 

Nel-Peters is from Sedgefield, Western Cape, and received her Bachelor's in 
Business Management from North-West University. She is inspired and motivated by 
her sister, Franje, who is physically disabled. 
 

Demi-Leigh Nel-Peters 

Miss South Africa 
and Miss Universe 

2017 

Aynew was nominated by close friends, and hadn’t worked as a model prior to the 
contest. Doors opened after her win and she has pursued a modelling career, and 
participated in the Israeli “Survivor” reality show. 

Yitish “Titi” Aynaw 

The First Ethiopian-
born Jew to win the 
Miss Israel beauty 

pageant.  


