
HOW MEDIA 
FOOTAGE 
LEGITIMIZES  
MISCONCEPTION



How do Most 
of us 
determine 
something to 
be TRUE ?



FAMILIAR

IT DEPENDS 



FAMILIAR UNFAMILIAR



FACTS STORY

PERCEPTION

WHAT DOES IT TAKE?



TODAY’S OUTLETS

MEDIA
SOCIAL MEDIA



PHOTOS ARE…

EASILY 
SHAREABLE

A 3 SECOND 
BOMB

DIFFICULT 
TO RETRACT 
OR DEFEND



BBC PROPAGANDA FOOTAGE



COMING BACK FROM THE DEAD?



HOW A PICTURE BECOMES A 
MOVEMENT



THE SPREAD OF FICTION

WHAT HAPPENED

BBC Journalist retweets image from 
“Gaza” to 8,000 followers.

If someone has 
8,000 followers 
how many people 
will a retweet reach?

The image is actually from 

Syria 3 weeks prior. 

THE TRUTH

THE QUESTION?#

!



THIS IS WHAT WAS PUBLISHED…



THIS IS WHAT WAS MISSING…



THIS IS WHAT WAS PUBLISHED…







A mother died in between 
her young son’s hands 

after an Israeli air raid in 
south Lebanon…

?





TEST CASE

JULY - AUGUST 2014 

FIRST 10 DAYS OF 
OPERATION 
PROTECTIVE EDGE

SOUTH AFRICAN 
MEDIA OUTLETS



THE FOLLOWING SLIDES SHOW 
IMAGES THAT WERE PUBLISHED AS 
ISRAELI AGGRESSION DURING
OPERATION PROTECTIVE EDGE IN 
2014

BUT ARE ACTUALLY FROM 
SYRIA, THE SAHARA AND IRAQ 
AND WERE TAKEN IN THE YEARS
PRIOR TO THE OPERATION.



FALSE ATTRIBUTION TO ISRAEL THE TRUTH



FALSE ATTRIBUTION TO ISRAEL THE TRUTH



FALSE ATTRIBUTION TO ISRAEL THE TRUTH



FALSE ATTRIBUTION TO ISRAEL THE TRUTH



FALSE ATTRIBUTION TO ISRAEL THE TRUTH



# FALSE ATTRIBUTION TO ISRAEL THE TRUTH

1 http://on.fb.me/1zintNq Syria 2013: http://bit.ly/WIIzXO

2 http://bit.ly/1rIZsOJ Syria 2013: http://bit.ly/1ovC1pz

3 http://bit.ly/1lJcOmL Afghanistan 2011: http://lat.ms/1k22zyK

4 http://bit.ly/UCNA1X http://bit.ly/1pjZOIk

5 http://bit.ly/1mRFD03 Syria 2012: http://bit.ly/1mRFD03

6 http://bit.ly/1tc143R Syria July 2014: http://bit.ly/1qG6Fj0

7 http://bit.ly/WIIuTV Syria 2012: http://bit.ly/UCNV50

8 http://bit.ly/WYmlkk Syria 2013: http://bit.ly/Uv7fkT

9 http://bit.ly/1rIZOF2 Syria 2012: http://picyou.com/7DfSgs

10 http://bit.ly/1preCC9 Syria 2012: http://bit.ly/WYmAvP

11 http://bit.ly/1uOEmk1 Iraq 2013: http://bit.ly/1m59ZMY

12 http://bit.ly/1ko823f Iran: http://bit.ly/1zyF6c6

13 http://bit.ly/1qlskbe Pakistan 2014: http://bit.ly/1k6SlNu

MORE EXAMPLES OF EVENTS FALSELY 
ATTRIBUTED TO ISRAEL (1/4)
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# FALSE ATTRIBUTION TO ISRAEL THE TRUTH

14 http://bit.ly/1s27GjH Iraq 2005: http://bit.ly/1qlsAHr

15 http://bit.ly/1trUGFM Syria 2013: http://www.unicef.de/photo

16 http://on.fb.me/UIiq9C Iraq: http://bit.ly/1uD7URH

17 http://bit.ly/1kkI6FP Syria Jan 2014: http://bit.ly/M55hU3

18 http://bit.ly/1mODC4v Indonesia 2012: http://bit.ly/1AicbdJ

19 http://bit.ly/1rGJ6pY Syria 2012: http://bit.ly/1rGJ8OA

20 http://bit.ly/1lFBvR6 http://bit.ly/1rGEezr

21 http://bit.ly/1upsHIs http://bit.ly/1nF058L

22 http://bit.ly/1rGEXAI http://bit.ly/1t6M33o

23 http://bit.ly/1z0DzLF Syria 2014: http://bit.ly/1A1uxQ3

24 http://bit.ly/1sPDKZL Syria April 2013: http://bit.ly/1jUMWJq

25 http://bit.ly/WBpNRD Final Destination 4 (Film, 2009) http://bit.ly/1nu1xGp

26 http://bit.ly/1kbv39u Syria 2013: http://bit.ly/1z0F4cL

MORE EXAMPLES OF EVENTS FALSELY 
ATTRIBUTED TO ISRAEL (2/4)
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# FALSE ATTRIBUTION TO ISRAEL THE TRUTH

27 http://bit.ly/1o9VCeL Syria February 2014: http://bit.ly/1kbvpNn

28 http://bit.ly/1nTsK5L Photo from 2003: http://bit.ly/1r6p2tj

29 http://bit.ly/1rAf5Ij Photo from Nepal: http://bit.ly/1z0Gi7N

30 http://bit.ly/1p9HAGC Syria 2011: http://bit.ly/UnnZdz

31 http://bit.ly/1A4TOZC Syria 2012: http://dailym.ai/1rrS6xt

32 http://bit.ly/1jUPcjR Iraq 2013: http://bit.ly/1nefA7T

33 http://bit.ly/1o3K2BU Syria, March 2014: http://bit.ly/1cHooAn

34 http://bit.ly/1o3Kujz Syria, July 2014: http://bit.ly/1nwocb7

35 http://bit.ly/1p58izX Turkey, 2009: http://bit.ly/1nPOfo0

36 http://bit.ly/1wU7T7E Photo taken from a health care website: http://bit.ly/1ttNxSD

37 http://bit.ly/1wU9qL1 Pakistan 2013, USA strike: http://bit.ly/1ttP23d

38 http://bit.ly/1pzPDxQ Syria 2013: http://bit.ly/1n9ulZS

39 http://bit.ly/1nhl9C0 Syria 2014: http://bit.ly/1A1uxQ3

MORE EXAMPLES OF EVENTS FALSELY 
ATTRIBUTED TO ISRAEL (3/4)
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# FALSE ATTRIBUTION TO ISRAEL THE TRUTH

40 http://on.fb.me/WydlT9 Picture from Syria 2014: http://bit.ly/UaIDOe

41 http://on.fb.me/Uk4uT Picture from 2001: http://on.fb.me/Uk4uTr

42 http://on.fb.me/1zWCrK Picture assumed to be from 1979, officially published 2013: 
http://bit.ly/1ntzOvq

43 http://bit.ly/1nZxQCb Picture from Syria 2013: http://bit.ly/UkbJuw

44 http://bit.ly/1pv48Tx Picture from Syria: http://bit.ly/1nNmPPr

45 http://bit.ly/1mw42rA Picture from Syria 2013: http://bit.ly/1qwu4n5

46 http://bit.ly/1mw4juI Picture from Lebanon 2006: http://lpeace.blogspot.co.il/

…

MORE EXAMPLES OF EVENTS FALSELY 
ATTRIBUTED TO ISRAEL (4/4)

http://on.fb.me/WydlT9
http://bit.ly/UaIDOe
http://on.fb.me/Uk4uT
http://on.fb.me/Uk4uTr
http://on.fb.me/1zWCrK
http://bit.ly/1ntzOvq
http://bit.ly/1nZxQCb
http://bit.ly/UkbJuw
http://bit.ly/1pv48Tx
http://bit.ly/1nNmPPr
http://bit.ly/1mw42rA
http://bit.ly/1qwu4n5
http://bit.ly/1mw4juI
http://lpeace.blogspot.co.il/


WHAT CAN YOU 
DO ABOUT IT?

FOR YOURSELF
FOR THE 

COMMUNITY



START WITH GOOGLE IMAGE 
SEARCH BY PHOTO

Link: https://images.google.com/?gws_rd=ssl

YOU

https://images.google.com/?gws_rd=ssl


YOUSEARCH VIA URL OR UPLOAD 
AN IMAGE YOURSELF



YOU

EXAMPLE – UPLOAD AN IMAGE



YOU

MATCH-
ING
IMAGES



LEARN
SHARE
INSPIRE


