
Promises and
Papers



• Between Hussein Ibn Ali and Sir Henry McMahon, 
recognizing Arab independence after WWI for the 
assistance (military + commercial)

British Promises and 

Agreements

1916 McMahon – Hussein Correspondence 

1917: Balfour Declaration



Flag: 
The Arab Revolt

• Red represents the symbol of the Khawarij, 
the first Islamic republic

• Black is a symbol of remembrance of the 
Prophet Mohammad, and a traditional 
color of Islamic fighters in battle 

• White is the color to ride into battle with, 
and was the color adopted by the Umayyad 
Dynasty. 

• Green is a symbol of the Fatimid Dynasty to 
symbolize their allegiance to Ali, the 
Prophet’s cousin. 

The meaning:



Flag: 
The Zionist Movement

• Designed for the Zionist Movement in the 
late 1800s

• Based on the Tallit, Jewish prayer shawl 

• The Star of David represents the shield of 
King David

• Blue and white are the colors of Judah; 
white is the radiance of the priesthood, and 
blue, the splendors of the firmament.

The meaning of the Israeli Authority flag



The Division 

of the Middle East & The wars to follow



The British Mandate

Who made decisions?

Jewish Leadership Arab Leadership

Jewish Agency 
Hussein bin Ali

Faisel AbdullahAli

Local Tribes West of the Jordan

?



1922

In response to Arab pressure (from King 
Hussein), Britain changed the Mandate and cut 
off 77% and gave it to the Hashemites – soon to 
become the Kingdom of Jordan (which his son 
Abdullah would rule). 

1929

Arab Revolt in Palestine (Hebron and Tsfat)

1936-1939

Second Arab Revolt (opposing British decisions 
and promises to the Jewish Agency)

1939

White Papers, classifying the Jews as a minority 
in a future Arab state, and restricted Jewish 
immigration. 

Consequences of bad promises…


